


HORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF HORTON PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 29th July 2026
At Horton Village Hall at 7.30pm

AGENDA


PRESENT: Cllrs Fannon, Harrison, Ebborn and Hatherell, Ward Cllr Rush, 2 members of the public.
APOLOGIES:  Apologies were received from Ward Cllr Romaine
Chair and VC signed Declarations of Acceptance following their election at the May meeting.
CO-OPTION: Katharine Lea-Wilson was co-opted as councillor and Declaration of Acceptance signed.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: There were none

MINUTES:  The Annual Meeting of The Parish Council held on 13th May 2026 were confirmed and signed as correct.

MATTERS ARISING:
Councillors – Anything to report?  Cllr Ebborn reported that he’d received a very disappointing response from SGC following his FOI request regarding the expenditure and audit of work with regards to potholes.  He has asked SGC to reconsider their response.  He reported that there were four further potholes of some size in LS which have been reported to SGC. 
Ward Cllr Rush reminded all that SGC are still underfunded in this regard despite having a budget of £20 million. They would need a further £21 million to keep on top of works needed. 

Cllr Lea-Wilson noted that The Citizens Advise Bureau is to be upgraded to improve outreach.  There is a possibility that there may be something put in place perhaps in Hawkesbury, so potentially closer and more convenient than Yate for some villagers. 
Ward Councillors – Anything to report?  Cllr Rush advised that he received correspondence from the Head of the school advising that whilst the school rating was “Good” for Modeshift Stars, they would not be able to look at gaining an “Excellent” rating until Christmas.  SGC require an excellent rating in order to proceed.   Cllr Rush advised that SGC have all the signage ready to put in place and that he doesn’t understand what else needs to be done by the school in order for SGC to implement the reduced speed limit or why further stars are needed by the school.   Ward Cllr Rush to ascertain why this is and report back.
Ward Cllr Rush advised that the Local Plan inspection is nearly finished and that it is likely to be approved in October/November and then formally accepted in the New Year. 

AGENDA ITEM:

Public Participation – any member of the public wishing to speak will be given 3 minutes to speak on items on the agenda.  If they wish to raise any other matters, they should write to the clerk for inclusion in the next meeting or may do so at the Chair’s discretion.  NB no decisions can be made for matters raised which are not on the agenda – they may be added to the agenda for the next meeting if necessary.
A member of the public reported that the potholes past the school and around Widden Hill House were getting much worse and this is not helped by the volume, weight and speed of traffic.  The potholes have been reported to SGC.

Village Safety – Any safety issues to report? See recent correspondence below re car meets.
20mph Speed Limit – See Ward Cllr Rush report above.
LS Defib – This is insitu and has been registered with the Ambulance Service etc.  Invoice still not yet received for the installation of the frame.  Clerk to chase. 
A vote of thanks was given to the villager who is also a member of LSPCC for all her hard work in organsing the installation and the ongoing monitoring of the unit.  Clerk to write on behalf of HPC to thank formally.
Horton Defib – it was confirmed that the current defib will need replacing as it is nearing the end of it’s shelf life.  Current pads are guaranteed until Sept 2027.  Unit will be replaced in Sept 2027 unless the pads are used prior to that date in which case a new unit to be sourced then. 
Register of Interest Change – Cllrs personal addresses no longer to be made public unless a Cllr actively requests it.  No councillor requested that their addresses be in the public domain as part of the ROI.  Clerk to advise SGC.

RECENT CORRESPONDENCE:  An email was received expressing concern over the increasing number of car meets on The Common.  The cars drive at high speed, rev their engines late at night.  Both dangerous and antisocial.
Clerk contacted the police who advised residents to report incidents at the time via 101, or via 999 if there is immediate risk or ongoing anti-social behaviour or drug driving, this will assist them in responding and building a clearer picture of the issue.  Residents should continue to pass on any relevant information, including vehicle descriptions, registration numbers including specific dates and times, as this can greatly assist any action the police can take.  
This information was circulated to villagers via the village email tree.  

POLICE REPORT; 
General Update:

Crime levels across Chipping Sodbury, Wickwar and the surrounding parishes continue to remain stable.  There have however been a small number of burglaries and theft offences reported across the area. Residents are reminded to remain vigilant and take simple steps to protect their property. Ensure all doors and windows are locked when leaving your home, even for short periods, and consider using security lighting, CCTV, or alarm systems where possible. Valuable items should be kept out of sight and securely stored, and vehicles should always be locked with no belongings left on display. Marking property with identifying features and keeping a record of serial numbers can also assist in the event of theft. We encourage the community to report any suspicious activity promptly, as timely information can help prevent crime and support ongoing investigations. By working together and maintaining good security practices, we can help reduce opportunities for offenders and keep our neighbourhoods safe.  Noted.






PLANNING:
Ref:  P26/01153/PNA An application was received re Land At Horton Farm, King Lane, Horton to erect an extension to an agricultural building for the storage of fodder. Cllrs were emailed details of the application and asked for their comments.  Cllrs Ebborn and Hatherell responded with no objections.  No response was received from Cllrs Fannon and Harrison
A notice of decision was received in respect of the above noting that prior approval is not required.  .  Noted.
Ref:  P26/00826/HH A notice of decision was received in respect of the application at Beaconsfield Bungalow, Highfield Lane, Horton in respect of the erection of two storey side extension to form annexe ancillary to the main dwellinghouse.  Decision was “approve with conditions”.   Noted.
Details of all planning applications may be found at www.southglos.gov.uk/planning

FINANCE:
Clerk Training – the ALCA Assertion 10 training has been cancelled a second time by ALCA.  Monies to be transferred to a future course date.
To approve further training expenses:-
Clerk – AlCA provided course, Internal Controls, 23.9.26 - £42.00 – Approved.
Councillor – ALCA provided course, Essential Councillor, £45.00 for anyone who wishes to attend on 23.9.26 @ 6.15pm.  Expediture was approved although this particular date was not convenient for councillors.   Approved. Clerk to advise of new dates when available.
To approve payment Clerk expenses – internet access Feb – Jul – 6 months @ £16.00 - £96.00 plus printer ink @ £34.49 – TOTAL £130.49.  Payment approved. 


Payments In/Out:  
05.05.26 - £423.68  -  Zurich Insurance Company PC Annual Insurance
11.05.26 - £220.72 – SGC – Waste Bin Emptying 
11.05.26 - £500 – Little Sodbury PCC – Grass Cutting
11.05.26 - £1,307.00 – Clerk reimbursement of payment for LS defib
20.05.26 - £75.00 – P King – Internal Audit
21.05.26 - £1200.00 – HLVHC – Grass Cutting
31.05.26 - £7.00 - Unity Bank Charge
05.06.2026 - £50 – Citizens Advice Bureau – Charitable Donation
08.06.26 - £50.00 – Crimestoppers – Charitable Donation
12.06.26 - £48.00 – Black Nova - Web Domain Renewal
30.06.26 - £7.00 Unity Bank Charge
30.06.26 – Receipt - £39.05 Unity Bank – interest instant access savings account
01.07.26 - £306.00 Control Electric – electricity set up defib LS
13.07.26 - £45.00 – ALCA – Essential Councillor Training Course
13.07.26 - £185.76 – Starboard Systems – Scribe Accounting Package
Noted

Items for discussion at the next meeting:  there were none
Date of Next Meeting:  Weds 23rd September subject to hall availability.
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