HORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF HORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Wednesday 18 January 2023
At Horton Village Hall at 7.45pm

 AGENDA

PRESENT: Cllrs Fannon, Craig, Harrison, Hatherell, Morgan and Ward Cllrs Trull and Rush.  Simon Banks, Legal Governance and Democratic Services SGC, 6 members of the public
APOLOGIES: There were none.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  There were none.
MINUTES:  Minutes of the meeting held on 30th November 2022 were confirmed and signed as correct.     
MATTERS ARISING:
Councillors – none
Councillor Trull advised the members of the library can hire a “heat loss gun” which they can aim at their homes to ascertain where they are losing heat.  It is expected that there is a waiting list to borrow it, but recommends that this is a useful free tool.
Also advised that there are some excellent free advisory bodies and helpful clinics for people having to deal with stroke – the 4th largest illness/disease in the UK.  She will forward all info for circulation to villagers.
Cllr Rush reported that bus services are expecting to be cut but as yet no info on the effect on local services.

AGENDA ITEM:
Public Participation – any member of the public wishing to speak will be given 3 minutes to speak on items on the agenda.  If they wish to raise any other matters, they should write to the clerk for inclusion in the next meeting or may do so at the Chair’s discretion.  NB no decisions can be made for matters raised which are not on the agenda – they may be added to the agenda for the next meeting if necessary.
  
A member of the public spoke of his concern over the deterioration in condition of some of the tombstones in the church yard and possible health and safety implications.  He advised that some of these are grade 2 listed tombs/headstones. Horton is a closed church yard and therefore the responsibility of SGC who have not responded to requests for assistance.  Cllr Trull advised him to keep writing to Sally Patterson at SGC.

Little Sodbury Merger – Mr Banks reported that the consultation with villagers in LS was complete and that the merger was approved at council last Thursday (12th Jan) and that LS would officially amalgamate with Horton on 1st April.  HPC will be advised officially in due course.

Village Safety – Anything to report?  Cllr Morgan advised that there is a very large pothole on the hill which he will report to SGC.  He had also reported to SGC that the salt bin for the footpath by the old hill path had not been filled.
It was reported by Cllrs Harrison and Craig that parking around the school was still a major issue at drop off with some near miss accidents.  
Clerk advised that the old hill footpath needed clearing of leaves as it was extremely slippery to walk upon.  The school have reported this to SGC and will report back with progress.
Phone Box – Cllr Fannon will provide a full quotation for the reinstatement of the phone box so that it can be used again.  	
 
PLANNING:-
PF22/06179/F – Bill Bennett Engineering Ltd. An application has been received in respect of the demolition of 1 existing building and erection o  f 1 commercial building and an extension to an existing building.     The applicant had advised Cllr Morgan that the plans submitted to SGC were incorrect and that amended plans would be re-submitted.  It was therefore not possible for HPC to comment – they will await the new plans and invite villagers back to a further meeting to consider their opinions/views.

 FINANCE:-  
Bank mandate update – no further on.  Clerk advised Cllrs that this is now most urgent.  Cllrs Morgan and Craig to chase and sort before the new financial year.
Staffing Matters – this section of the meeting was closed to public to discuss confidential HR matters.   Public were invited to return should they wish to for the precept item.  Staffing matters were discussed.  Confidential minute appendix A.

PRECEPT:  Councillors to set the precept for 2023/24.  	The precept was set at £8375.00.  Clerk to send request to SGC.
Note for info only.  Cheque no 463 to Black Nova Design in the sum of £100.80 was signed at the last meeting for web hosting however lost in postal strike.  A further cheque no 464 was signed and sent as replacement between meetings.

Items for discussion at next meeting:
NEXT MEETING:  29th March 2023 subject to hall availability.
