Horton Parish Council web site accessibility statement and action plan 

“The Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) Accessibility Regulations 2018 aim to ensure reasonable adjustments to web sites are made, so they are accessible to people with various disabilities. From 23 September 2020, all local councils must have an action plan and an accessibility statement in place and would have started work to their web sites to become more accessible.” 
Horton Parish Council is a small council with limited resources and its web site does not currently meet the required standards set out in the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (known as WCAG 2.1 AA). 

Horton Parish Council is required to issue this Accessibility Statement and Action Plan with regard to its web site.

Accessibility statement 

1. The Horton Parish Council web site is not fully compliant with the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines level AA. 
2. The reasons for non compliance include limited resources to make the necessary changes and limitations inherent in the software used. 
3. Accessibility problems can be reported via the Parish Clerk. 

Action Plan 
Horton Parish Council have put in place the following actions to be completed by the end of 2020: 
1. Perform a thorough review of web site accessibility compliance as far as possible using freely available services 
2. Based upon the outcome of this review, make changes to the web site, that are both feasible and practicable, to improve the level of compliance. 
These could include: 

- simplify the web site to reduce the potential areas of non compliance 
- increase font sizes - remove references to coloured entries (e.g. the calendar) 
- removing underlines which can be confused with links 
- explicitly stating where a link is going to take the user 
- make section headings descriptive 
- avoid foreign words 
- maximise contrast between text and background 
- include text descriptions of images 

3. Once the action plan has been completed Horton Parish Council will again review its web site for compliance with accessibility guidelines and make a decision on how best to proceed in the future. 
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